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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


A SINGULAR CASE IN OBSTETRICS. 
By Rosert Cuinx, M. D., 
Of Redwood, Jefferson County, New York. 


The following anomalous case will probably 
interest some of your readers : 

March 3, 1871, 7 o'clock P. M., called in 
haste to see Mrs. W. Purse, American, et. 
49 years; spare habit, nervous temperament, 
height five feet ; primipara. She has been regu- 
lar in her terms up to conception; has not 
menstruated since last week in April, 1870; 
thinks she first perceived foetal motion about 
September 5; expected confinement some- 
time in January, 1871; has regular uterine 
contractions at intervals of from five to ten 
minutes. 

I make a digital examination ; I meet great 
difficulty in introducing the finger, owing to 
the abnormal sensitiveness and irritability ot 
the parts ; find os situated very high in the pos- 
terior portion of vagina; os rigid and undila- 
table. I could detect through the cervix uteri 
what I diagnosed to be the fetal cranium. 
Patient shows great nervous excitement, 
pulse, 108 beats per minute ; 12 o’clock, P. 
M.; os still rigid and undilatable. I an- 
nointed the parts freely with ext. belladonna ; 
2 o’clock, A. M., pains increasing in force and 
frequency, with no perceptible advance of la- 
bor. Ex. sulph. morphia, g. 4. 

March 4,6 o’clock, A. M.—Patient has had 
two hours of sleep; seems somewhat re- 
freshed. Labor still abnormal; pulse 140 per 
minute. 12 0 clock M.—There is much cerebral 
disturbance with pulse 160 per minute; ex. ver. 





irid., ™. x., which quickly brought the pulse 
to 108 per minute; ex. ver. iride g. ij, every 
hour. Six o’clock A. M.—Palse 90 per minute ; 
patient more comfortable. 

March 5, 8 o’clock, A. M.—Patient free from 
any pain ; says she feels quite easy. After in- 
structing her nurse to give me timely notice 
should patient feel worse, I take my leave. 

March 8,8 o’clock A. M.—Called in haste ; 
find much mental derangement; insomnia 
with tendency togonvulsion. Nurse informs 
me that patient has not had any sleep during 
the last 48 hours. 

k. Chloral hydrate, 
Bromide potassium, 
Syr. tinct. bal. tolu, ij, M, 

Sig.—One teaspoonful every thirty minutes. 

After fourth dose she fell asleep, and after 
six and a half hours awoke free from any bad 
symptoms. I instructed the nurse to repeat 
if necessary and advise me of any change. 

March 12,6 o'clock, A- M.—Ayain called in 
haste ; on arrival find patient screaming, and 
tussing her extremities as in acute chorea or 
puerperal convulsion. 


kk. Chioral hydrate, 
srumide potassium, yr.x. 
Syr. tinct. bal. tolu,  3)j- M. 


..In thirty miautes I repeat, and in a short | 
time she is asleep. 12 o’clock M.—Patient 
is awake; has no pain; says she feels quite 
comfortable ; has not felt labor pains since 
March 4; pulse, 84 per minute. 

April 4—Complaining of very uneasy feel- 
ings over the lumbar aud dorsal regions ; has 
some labor pains, but not severe. Examina- 
tion showed the parts in statu quo; pulse, 86 
per minute. 
| «April 10—Bowels costive and tympanic; 
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On this principle I waited after the crush- 
ing some twenty minutes before I allowed 
any effort to pass the debris from the bladder; 
with a sound I am eatisfied that no fragments 
remain, and the bladder seems healthy. I 
have washed it with a solution of chlorate of 
potash and carbolic acid. The recovery is 
complete and unusually rapid, and she has 
gained twenty-five pounds in a few months 
since the operation. 


Hydrocele. 


This patient received an injury in the scro- 
tum, resulting in severe infammation. When 
it subsided there was a collection of fluid in 
the vaginal tunic of unusual appearance. 
The fluid was behind, forming a tumor of 
quadrangular shape, with the testicle on the 
upper and anterior part very prominent. I 
detected fluid; punctured and drew of twelve 
ounces or more. It soon filled up and re- 
quired another tapping. 

He comes now determined to have a radical 
cure if possible. Ishalltap with this thocar, 
and after the fluid is drawn off, introduce this 
pencil through the canula, and paint the inte- 
rior of the sac with tincture of iodine, which, 
I trust, will cause sufficient inflammation to 
close up by adhesion the cavity of the tunica 
vaginalis. [The operation was performed 
and ten ounces of clear fluid removed.] You 
will distinguish hydrocele by its slow growth, 
from velow upward ; its pynform shape; its 
fluctuation and transparency when the sac is 
thin, and the absence of impulse or coughing. 
The tumor is priniess and indolent; the skin 
natural; there is a dragging weight in the 
loins. Always, when in doubt, take your pa- 
tient ina dark room, place a strong light be- 
yond the tumor, when its transparency will 
be evident. If the sac is very thick the trans- 
perency and fluctuation will be obscure. 

tudy the diagnosis closely in these cases, for, 
not unfrequently, able surgeons have been 
mistaken. 

Urinary Calculus. 

Here is another case, in a boy 17 years old. 
He has been under treatment over two months 
for catarrh of the bladder, without any relief. 
I examined him this morning and detected a 
stone in the bladder. There is much irrita- 
tion and general nervous prostration present. 
I shall order injections of chlorate of potash, 
warm water and dilute carbolic acid into the 
bladder to allay this irritation. This, with Do- 
VER’s powder at night, and the usual support- 
ing treatment, will so far improve his general 
health that I hope soon to attempt the opera- 
tion of crushing, which I think will succeed 
in his case. 

Vescical—Calculus, 


This man, 68 years of age, came to my of- 
fice three years ago with this history: He 


had suffered five or six years from disease of’ 


the bladder; passed bloody urine and pus, and 
had great pain in the glans penis and perineum. 
Various remedies were used with no relief. 
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His health was much impaired, anemic and 
ematiated, with bleeding hemorrhoids, and 
extreme mental anxiety. I found a large 
hosphatic calculus, measuring over an inch 
in the lithotrite), in his bladder. Here, if 
I wished to determine the presence of another 
stone, by grasping this one and moving it 
from side to side, the concussion, if it came in 
contact with a stone, would be audible. In 
this way I have determined the presence of 
two or more calculi. In this case the stone 
was large and rough, — five different 
sittings to reduce it to fragments that would 
pass the urethra. He returned home appar- 
ently cured. A few months after he returned 
and since then he has had repeated attacks o 
inflammation of the bladder and hemorrhage. 
The prostate is greatly enlarged and diseased, 
and there seems to be a tendency to frequent 
acute attacks of inflammation. I gave him sweet 
cream, cod liver oil, tonics and stimulants, as 
the present symptoms indicate. I have re- 
peatedly assured myselt that no calculi is pres- 
ent. For the last year there has been im- 
—a— in all his symptoms, and general 
ealth, and I hope he may recover. 


~~ 





MeEDIcAL SOCIETIES, 


TOMPKINS COUNTY (NEW YORK) 
MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
(REPORTED BY M. M. BROWN, M. D.) 


This society held its annual meeting at the 
Clinton. House Hotel, Ithaca, New York, 
Thursday, October 25,.1871. 

Members present: Drs. Fitch and Briggs, 
of Dryden; Dr. Moe, of Groton; Drs. Brown 
Peck, Sackett and Wheeler, of Ithaca; Drs. 
Lewis and Farrington, of Trumansburg; Dr. 
White, of Trumbull’s Corners; Drs. Carrier 
and Seabring, of Newfield. 

In the absent of the President, -Dr. Chase, 
of Jacksonville, Dr. Moe, of Groton, was 
appointed to fill the chair pro tem. 

Minutes of last meeting read and approved. 

Dr. H. C. Hendrick, of Cortland County 
Medical Society, and Prof. Hyde, of the Ge- 
neva Medical College, were then introduced to 
the society. 

The Treasurer, Dr. Lewis, reported that 
some ($40) fortv dollars, deposited by him in 
the Trumansburg Bank, had been lost by 
failure of said moneyed institution. It was re- 
solved and passed that the treasurer be ab- 
— from all obligation pertaining to said 

oss. 

After other preliminary proceedings, such 
as election of new members, etc., Dr. White 
read the history of a very interesting case of 
aneurism. 

The subject of the doctor’s remarks was a 
man some forty years of age, who had served 
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his country as a soldier on ship-board, where 
he sustained an injary by falling several feet, 
striking upon the deck of the steamer. 

From the date of this injury the patient 
complained of severe pain in the left 

roin and hypogastrium. He lost bis desire 
or food, and grew very thin in flesh. He con- 
sulted several celebrated physicians and sur- 
geons in New York, and received no benefit. 
The pain still continued, and in the region 
of the pain tumefaction presented itself. 

About two years of constant suffering 
brought the patient down to his bed. A coun- 
cil of doctors was called by Dr. White and 
the friends of the patient. The groin, and 
even the left hypogastrium, was found-to be 
immensely swollen. and the integument very 
red and shining. Palpation proved conclu- 
sively fluctuation. 

Dr. Farrington auscultated the tumefied 
parts, and claimed that he detected the char- 
acteristic b: uit of aneurism, he being the only 
physician that ever stated such an opinion. 
Tnere were physicians who advocated open- 
ing the swelling, giving it as their opinion 
that pus existed there. Nothing but palliative 
treatment was recommended by the council. 
The patient consumed morphia in abundance, 
to allay the intense pain, taking even as many 
as five grains in twenty-four hours. In afew 
weeks afcer the consultation the sufferer suc- 
cumbed. 

A post-mortem examination sustained Dr. 
Farrington’s opinion : an immense tumor was 
found corres 7 with the external en- 
largement. very large aneurism of the ab- 
dominal aorta, containing some three pints of 
blood, was removed. Surrounding said arte- 
rial tumor was a great sac filled with a pecu- 
liar liquid, not unlike bloody pus. This pe- 
culiarity, no doubt, very much obscured the 
diagnosis. 

The question was raised by the society, 
whether it is sual for such intense pain to 
accompany aneurism, and Prof. Hyde was 
called upon to give his opinion. The profes- 
sor said that aortic aneurism was often quite 
difficult of diagnosis, and he believed, as a 
general rule, but little pain acc mpanied these 
tumors when existing within the cavity of the 
thorax orabdomen. The case presented by 
Dr. White was one of great interest, owing in 
part to its history and complications. 

A compliment and vote of thanks was here 
paid to Dr. Brown and his lady for providing 
a dinner for the society. 


Dr. A. Patterson ( not a member ) was pre- 
sent, and by invitation made the following re- 
marks: I am strongly opposed to quackery 
in all its forms. I am aware of the magnitude 
of the wrong resulting from counseling with 
charlatans and mountebanks. He signified 
his disgust for the homeopathic system of 
medicine, nevertheless he had consented to 
Visit families latterly where homeopathic doc- 
tors were in attendance upon patients; but 
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he never compromised the regular profession 
one iota on such occasions. He knew nothing 
of little pills, nor did he believe the medicine 
used by such quacks had any efficacy what- 
ever. 


Dr. Patterson has practiced medicine for 
fifty years and upward, and is still able to go 
about among the sick during the day. He has 
been censured by the meeting for consulting 
with irregular practitioners, and by invitation 
visited our society. and explained, as above 
stated, how far he fellowshiped and counte- 
nanced homeopathy. He stated that he had 
been called to treat five ladies. with puerperal 
convulsions, within the past few yeers, four 
of them in Ithsca. and one in Cortland county. 
They were all under homeopathic treatment ; 
all having had tincture of aconite administered 
to them. He had formed an opinion. or hy- 
pothesis, based on the testimony of Dr. Salis- 
bury, Analytical Chemist for the State of 
New York, in the year 1853, that aconite pro- 
duces congestion of the uterus, and hyperes- 
thesia of the nervous p'exus connected with 
the womb, and that reflex action conseqnent 
upon said irritation was the canse of these 
cases of puerperal eclampsia. Dr. Salisbury 
was employed to analyze a stomach of a lady 
who was sup d to have died from poison, 
administered by her husband. The chemist 
found aconite in the stomach, and also a highly 
congested state of the uterus and its append- 
adges. He testified that he believed aconite 
given in more than one drop doses would pro- 
duce serious uterine irritation, if continued 
any great length of time, in many cases. 

It is a fact that immense quantities of this 
poison is dealt out annually by all classes of 
physicians, and we have no doubt many times 
it does injury tothose to whom it is adminis- 
tered. 

Dr. M. M. Brown gave the particulars of a 
severe case of gunshot wound, ninety-three 
duck-shot having been driven into the wrist, 
with wads, powder and gas, the muzzle of the 
gun resting against the flexor tendons of the 
radial side of the forearm. The contents were 
driven up along the bones to the elbow joint, 
completely riddling several muscles, and burst- 
ing tbe integument and fascia, a distance of six 
inches. By applying carbolic acid washes 
and chloralum solution, the sloughing was 
prevented in a great measure and the arm 
saved, though it 1s partially anchylosed at the 
elbow joint.* 

A new constitution and fee bill was adopted 
by the Society. 

The officers for the ensuing year are Dr. 
Moe, President ; J. D. Lewis, Vice President ; 
S. P. Sackett, Secretary ; M. M. Brown, Treas- 
urer; 8. H. Peck, Librarian ; Censors, Drs. 
Wheeler, White, Fitch, Davis and Farring- 
ton; Delegates to the American Medical As- 
sociation, Drs. Moe and Peck. 





*The joint was filled with shot. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


PERISCOPE. 


The Manufacture of Sugar from Beet Root. 


The Journal of Applied Chemistry, August 
1871, says iv refereuce to sugar: 

This indispensanle article of consumption 
is too necessary to the health and comfort of 
the people to depeud tor its production en- 
tirely on that part of the realm, the climate 
of which admits of the growth of the sugar- 
cane. There are seasons when the shortness 
of the crop, from any cause whatever, so far 
affects the price. that many branches of indus- 
try suffer in consequence, a great diminution 
in household comfort is experienced by the 
scarcity of an article necessary to render 
as varieties of food palatable, or even eat- 
able. 

We learn from the California Farmer, that 
the Alvarado Sugar Co. bids fair to be suc- 
cessful in the manufacture of sugar from the 
* beet root ;”” having been in operation only a 
few months, they have consumed about 3,000 
tons of beets, and made half a million pounds 
of sugar. California has the advantage of 
other countries, on account of the immense 
yield of all its vegetable productions, but 
whether the beets raised there will yield an 
equal amount of saccharine matter pound for 
— with those raixed onthe Atlantic slope, 

as not yet been made a matter of careful ex- 
periment. 

Besides the advantages resulting from 
having cheap sugar, eventually a large 
anount of the money which goes to pay for 
that imported could be kept at home. The 
facilities afforded by this manufacture for in- 
creasing the number of cattle which can be 
kept in. those districts where it would be 
carried on, is a matter, the importance of 
which is of the highest consideraticn. It is 
stated that ‘in one district of France the in- 


- troduction of beet culture has increased the 


pumber of oxen from 700 to 11.500.” With 
the facilities of increasing the number of cattle 
kept we would have cheaper meat and cheaper 
hides, and, consequently, a diminution of the 
prices of all those necessary articles of con- 
sumption in which leather forms so important 
& part. 

Experiments were made last year at the 
Massachusetts Agricultural College Farm, by 
Professor GOEsSMAN, in the matter of culti- 
vating the beet and determining the per cent- 
age of sugar contained in the juice, with very 
satisfactory results. The people of Massa- 
chusetts should be among the first to intro- 
duce this new branch of manufacture, in whose 
State the agricultural interest is said to be on 
the decline. They have the soil favorable for 











the production of this root, and their skill in 
adapting all kinds of machinery to the purpose 
required is proverbial. 


The Commercial Culture of Hops in the United 
States 


Mr. EMMET KANNAL says, in the American 
Journal of Pharmacy for June, 1871, on this 
subject : 

The vines are trained to twine around 
poles with the sun, by tying them on with 
strings. In the State of New York, where 
they are very extensively cultivated, great 
care is taken. A piece of high and dry 
ground is selected, and men attend to the 
setting out, training, trimming, picking and 
drying, at the proper time. Hop vines are 
generally set out during the spring months, 
and bear a crop of hops the same year. The 
usual time for gathering comes about Sep- 
tember Ist, before any frost has appeared, 
which very much deteriorates them. To de- 
termine when they have come to maturity, 
and are ready to pick, is designated by the 
condition of the strobiles and the general ap- 
pearance of the seed, which should be of a 
dark brown color and hard; the scales then 
commence to loosen, and when at this stage 
the strobiles should be collected. They are 
then dried, which is best done by artificial 
heat, great care being requisite not to apply 
too much heat, which would drive off the 
volatile principle, and render the hop unfit 
for market, through the loss of their lupulin 
in packing. 

The total product of hops in the United 
States in 1850, was little more than three mil- 
lious pounds ; while in 1860, it had increased 
to nearly eleven millions pounds, and of this 
amount the State of New York produced nine 
millions pounds. In the year 1861, about 
eight million pounds were exported. 

Hops, when packed in bales, are sometimes 
adulterated, the outside consisting of good 
hops, while the interior is filled with hops de- 
prived of the lupulin, and sprinkled over with 
lycopodium and powdered rosin tu hide the 
fraud. 

I have obtained from one pound of fair 
commercial hops, 14 oz. lupulin ; from a pound 
of fresh New York hops 1 oz., and from fresh 
Philadelphia hops joz., averaging 1 oz from 
the pound, or 64 per cent. The smaller yield 
in the last two cases was dus to the fresh con- 
dition of hops. 


Is Puerperal Fever Contagious P 


This is discussed by W. W. VINNEDGE, M. 
D., formerly resident physician in the Cincin- 
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nati Hospital, in the’ American Practitioner. 
He says: 

The question of the presence of contagion 
in puerperal fever is old as well as important. 
Opinions of leading medical men are at vari- 
ance on this subject, and not less so now than 
formerly. Anything then in the way of ex- 
perience and observation will, I believe, be 
acceptable, the attention of your readers hav- 
ing recently been called to the subject by the 
excellent general article in the last number 
of the Practitioner. I believe experience in 
tbe Cincinnati Hospital through two separate 
epidemic attacks supports the doctrine of con- 
tagion, and it is to the course of the disease 
during these attacks that I desire to call at- 
tention. 4 

Puerperal fever first appeared in the hoepi- 
tal during the month of January, 1869. At 
that time the building had been occupied but 
afew months, and even then only a portion 
of it was completed—the south pavilions. 
At the outbreak of the disease the lying-in- 
room occupied the third floor, Central avenue 
side, and was immediately above the male 
medical ward on the second floor, and the 
male surgical ward on the first floor. During 
the time the disease prevailed several cases 
were reported—I do not now remember how 
many—and two deaths occurred. Soon after 
the disease manifested itself it was discovered 
that the ventilation, which was new and hail 
not been thoroughly tested, was faulty, and 
that foul air from the medical and surgical 
wards, to a greater or less extent, passed into 
the obstetric ward. As soon as this was as. 
certained it was remedied, the patients moved 
to another portion of the house, and the dis- 
ease ceased to exist. I may also say that at 
the time several cases of erysipelas, one of 
pyzmia, one of gangrene, and one of pyemia 
following an operation for stone, existed in 
the surgical ward below. This was the expla- 
nation of the origin of the outbreak. 

The disease appeared a second time in the 
obstetric ward, on the last day of October, 
1869, attacking a primipara with chill four 
days after delivery. During the time of her 
attack—one month—seven well-defined cases 
were treated. No deaths occurred. 

At this time the obstetric ward occupied 
the second floor, and was immediately above 
the female medical ward. As the disease 
manifested itself, it was ascertained that a se- 
vere case of erysipelas had been treated in 
the ward last named. It was also known that 
the ventilation in the female medical ward 
was defective, and I remember that it was 
charged that it was the only ward in the house 
where ventilation failed to approach satisfac- 
tion. Whatever the origin of the disease, 
once it was established, it attacked every wo- 
man delivered, and passed into the lying-in 
ward notwithstanding the effurts made to pre- 
vent it by window ventilation, the liberal use 
of disinfectants, and perfect cleanliness. Fi- 
nally the women not already confined were 
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removed to another part of the house into an 
unoccupied bbe the Layer emey patients 
being left where they were taken ill. Sepa- 
rate house physicians and nurses were az- 
signed to the wards, and the disease disap- 
peared. 

Since I have referred to the influence of 
surgical air upon lying-in patients, I may give 
another instance having a bearing in the 
same direction—a slight one, it is true, but 
still noticeable. Late in the year, during the 
service of Dr. M. B. Wright, it was noticed 
that patients in the lying-in pay ward recov- 
ered from their confinements slowly, and that 
red tongue and frequent pulse were not un- 
common. The explanation, it seemed to me, 
was to be found in the female surgical ward 
being on the floor immediately below. 


Cases Treated with Chloral. 

Dr. T. MORE MADDEN, of Dublin, has in 
the Journal of Materia Medica some illustra- 
tive cases of the use of this drug, some of 
which we extract. 

Odontalgia. 

E. McD., et. thirty, a woman two days pre- 
viously confined of her sixth child, was in 
great pain from violent toothache, which re- 
vented her from sleeping since her confine- 
ment. She was in semi febrile condition from 
the pain, her pulse about 100. I gave her 
15 grs. of chloral in draught; this gave her 
immediate ease, and within a few minutes 

roduced sleep, which lasted for three hours. 
She awoke talking incoherently for a few mo- 
ments, but continued free from pain. 

Insomnia with Threatened Puerperal Mania. 

March 30, a woman, et. about forty, un- 
married, was delivered of her second child 
after a natural lavor,at 10 A.M. She was in 
great distress of mind; did not sleep for three 
nights ; talked wildly; got out of bed and in- 
sisted on going home the day after her con- 
finement ; manifested an aversion to the child. 
On the evening of April 2, she took 20 grs. 
of chloral, and half an hour after fell asleep, 
and slept for the first night since her admis- 
sion into hospital, three days before delivery. 
Next morning she was much better. 

Insomnia. 

February 28.—A. G. et. twenty-six, suffer- 
ing from debility after confinement and hem- 
orrhoids. A very nervous, excitable woman, 
unmarried, in a very despondent frame of 
mind. On the night of the 25th and 26th slept 
very poorly, last night did not sleep at all. 
When she drowses is awakened by fearful 
dreams; manner abrupt and peculiar ; appears 
not far from being insane; tongue dry and 
covered with white fur; pulse 104; counte- 
nance pale and anxious; complains of great 
headache and palpitation. 

R. Chloral nydratis, , 
Tinct, valeriane ammoniat, iO 
Infusi valerianz, > 

8.—Zi. every two hours. 
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March Ist.—A fter taking the second dose of 
the mixture, she went to sleep ; passed a good 
night, and awoke deci‘edly better. ‘This medi- 
cine wa; then continued for some days with 
marked benefit. 

Delirium Tremens. 


February 10th.—I was sent for to see a 
young man who had been drinkivg hard for 
several days, but had stopped drinking three 
days ago, and did not sleep since. He was in 
a state of great nervous excitement ; his face 
pale and anxious ; skio cool and moist ; pulse 
quick, sma!l and compressible ; tongue furred 
and tremulous. His wife informed me that 
she, her servant and two friends, had passed 
the last couple of nights keeping him in bed, 
from which he was endeavoring to escape. 
He had taken no nourishment whatever for 
three days ; complains of great thirst, which 
he had been striving to slake by copious 
draughts of cold water, vomited as soon as 
swallowed. Ordered milk and soda water in 
small quantities, and tbe following draught : 

k. Hydratis chlorali, grs. Xxx, 
Potassii bromidi, grs. xax. 
Aqu camphore, Zii. M. 

S.—Fiat haust, 

This was given at 11 P. M., when his pulse 
was 106. In 15 minutes his pulse continued 
as before; in 30 minutes, pulse 102—fell 
asleep. He slept all night; awoke more tran- 
quil, and took sume soup. Nextnight he had 
20 grains of chloral; slept well, and rapidly 
convalesced. 

Rigidity of the Os Uteri During Labor. 

February 28.—A primipara, et. 22, admit- 
ted in labor, has been in labor since 10 P. M., 
on the 26th. On the 27th, at 11 P.M, ossize 
of a florin, thick and rigid. Ou 28th, at 8 
P. M., the os being still in the same condition, 
though, in the meantime, she had been treat- 
ed in the ordinary manner, by warm baths, 
opiates, and solution of tartar-emetic, [ re- 
solved to tty the effect of chloral, aud or- 
dered the following draught, which was given 
at 8:50 P. M., her pulse being then 100: 

Rk. Hydratis chlorali, grs. xl. 

Mel despumat, ‘ 
Aque cinnamomi, j. 

S.—Fiat haust, statim sumend, M. 


At 9 P. M.—Asleep, pulse 90. 9:10 P. M.— 
Asleep, pulse 88. 9:38 P. M.,—Roused for a 
moment, had a pain, and settled down again. 
10 P. M.—Asleep, not very soundly; was ex- 
amined; no change in the condition of the os 
uteri. 10:15 P. M.—Having been restless and 
in pain for the last quarter of an hour, was 
ordered a second draught, with 20 grains of 
chloral ; in all one drachm in one hour and 
twenty minutes. After taking draught, she 
at once fell asleep again. 11 P. M.,—S¢-ll 
sleeping soundly. At3 A.M. she woke up, 
and at 4:30 A. M. she was delivered. 

Besides the foregoing, several cases of ir- 
ritable bladder are noted, wherein,though this 
drug produced no permanent improvement, 
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yet its temporary beneficial influence was 
very marked, in that it completely subdued 
the irritability of the urinary mucous mem. 
branes, and the spasmodic action of the blad. 
der, enabling patient to retain her water for 
several hours, and to sleep soundly at night, 
during the period of the Chloral Medication, 
A mixture containing 10 grains to the dose 
every hour, constituted treatment in one case, 

In conclusion, Dr. Madden observes: “In 
the great majority of cases, the chloral al. 
layed nervous excitement, relieved pain, or 
produced sleep, with great certainty and re. 
markable rapidity. I have, moreover, ob. 
served the fact that the sleep produced by 
chloral more closely resembles natural sleep 
than that induced by opium, or any other 
narcotics; the patients were generally free 
from any unpleasant after-effects, such as 
those produced by opiates, and informed me 
that they had slept pleasantly, as well as 
souodly. and awoke refreshed by their night’s 
repose.” 


Orchitis as a Result of Catheterizat on. 


The annexed case was reported at a late 
meeting of the Clinico Pathological Society of 
Washington, and published in the National 
Medical Journal. 

April 18, 1870.—Dr. William B. Drinkard 
stated the following: 

Mr. C., a young man of vigorous frame and 
apparently perfectly healthy, consulted me, 
ou the 18:h of March last, with a view tu 
treatment for spermatorrhea, wi h which he 
believed himself to have been affected tor 
seven or eight years past. From the facis 
elicited by inquiring into his past history and 
present condition, however, I was led to 
believe that a much more common affection 
existed—chronic inflammation of the prostatic 
urethra and neck of the bladder, and subse- 
quent examination of the urine (an exawina- 
tion which Dr. W. W.Johustou was kiud 
enough to verify) confirmed the opinion by 
showing an abundance of pus globules, but no 
spermatozoa, and no epithelium. 

The urine being remarkably alkaline in re- 
action, I determined to make trial of the ben- 
zoate of ammonia, and prescribed it in gr. xv. 
doses three times daily—the patient testing 
the urine and noting the resulteach day. On 
the third day of this treatment the urine be- 
came acid in reaction, and the cloudiness, no- 
ticed so long before by the patient, was di- 
minished. At this time, the patient called 
my attention to the fact that there was alittle 
oozing from the meatus in the morning, which 
he had noticed for an indefinite time past 
without attaching any importance to it. 
had already taxed him with having a stric- 
ture, which he had denied. I now repeated 
the inquiry; he reaffirmed his ignorance of 
the existence of any stricture, present or past. 
But further questioning brought out the fact 
that sometime after haying had an attack of 
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gonorrheea, in 1861, he was troubled with re- 
tention, and was forced to have catheteri- 
zation performed. Once or twice since then 
he had used the bougie himself in similar but 
slighter instances of the same trouble. I 
passed a gum-elastic No. 9 into the urethra, 
at whose membranous portion it stopped. 
The patient informing me that No. 7 was the 
ore he had been in the habit of passing. [ 
introduced No. 6, which passed the stricture’s 
point easily, and without giving the patient 
pain, while it was perceptibly overcoming a 
resistance. This was March 22d. I did not 
see the patient again until the 28th, when he 
called, in great pain, with his right testicle 
evormously swollen, red and terse. The ep'- 
didymus and gland were both involved, the 
tunica vaginalis being but slightly distended. 
The condition of the urine was much the 
same; no urethral discharge apparent; no 
sexual connection since commencement of 
treatment. I prescribed salines and anti- 
monials with an oe lotion—enjoin- 
ing complete rest. saw the patient next 
day, but, as the result of some misapprehen- 
sion, did not see him again until the 20th of 


\ April. Then, finding the swelling still on 


the increase, instead of diminishing, I applied 

\ware formentations while the patient was in 
ge erect position, and freely punctured the 
scrotal veins and tunica vaginalis—continu- 
iog\the warm formentations for an hour at a 
time, morning and evening. 

April 3.—Swelling rapidly diminishing ; 
patient much easier. Ordered ung. hydrag. 
and extr. belladonnz in equal parts, to be 
rubbed on scrotum, night and morning, after 
application of warm fomentations. 

April 5.—Resolution of the orchitis still 
continuing; patient’s pupils widely dilated ; 
objects seen tolerably well at distance, but 
accommodations so far lost in both eyes that 
reading is impossible; throat dry ; consider- 
able thirst; but no rash, and no fever. The 
inunctions were suspended. 

April 6.—Pupils contracting ; roughness of 
throat less; geveral condition favorable and 
testicle regaining its normal proportions 
as before. On the 8th of April, the symptoms 
of atropism (if such they may be called) had 
entirely disappeared. Since then the orchitis 
has suitineel on the mend, although the 
swelling has not entirely disappeared. 
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NOTES ON BOOKS. 

James Campbell, of Boston, announces as 
ready, ** Physiological and Therapeutical Ac- 
tion of the Bromide of Potassium and the 
Bromide of Ammonium on Man and Ani- 
mals,” in two parts. Part I. The Physiolog- 
ical and Therapeutical action and value of the 
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Bromide of Potassium and its kindred Salts : 
by Prof. Epwarp H. Cuarke. Part II. Ex- 
periments illustrating the Physiological and 
Therapeutical action of Bromide of Potassium 
and Ammonium on Men and Animals: by 
ROBERT AmorY, M. D. 

He also announces that, with the number 
for January, 1872, he will enlarge the 
Gynecological Journal by sixteen pages 
each month, which will be devoted to a gev- 
eral summary of Gynecological literature 
throughout the world. 

Messrs. Truebner & Co., of London have 
published an interesting work entitled: Con- 
tributions towards the Materia Medica and 
Natural History of China, for the use of Medi- 
cal Missionaries and Native Medical Sudents. 
By F. PorTER SmitH, M. B., Medical Mission- 
ary in Central China. Imp. 4to. cloth, pp. viii. 
and 240. This volume is an important contri- 
bution to scientific literature. To all who are 
interested in the trade of southern Asia, and 
to all who make any pretensions to a knowl- 
edge of the literature of drugs, this volume 
will be indispensable ; whilst European prac- 
titioners in India, and other Asiatic countries, 
will welcome it as a useful supplement to the 
Pharmacopeeia of India. 

“ The Mutual Relations of the Medical Pro- 
fession, its Press, and the Community,” is the 
title of an address by Dr. SrorgEr, Jr., re- 
printed from the Journal of the Gyneeological 
Society. It contains many useful suggestions. 
(James Campbell, Boston). 


BOOK NOTICES. 


Lectures on the Clinical Uses of Electricity de- 
livered in the University Coliege Hospital. 
By J. RvussELL REYNOLDS, M. D., F. B.S. 
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Bilakiston, 1872. 
lvol., 12mo., cloth, pp. 112. Price, $1.50. 
These lectures were printed in the Lancet — 

about a year ago, andthe demand for them 

induced Dr. REYNoLDs to publish them in 
separate form. 

The first lecture contains general remarks 
on the clinical uses of electricity, its value in 
diagnosis and therapeutics. The second de- 
scribes the forms in clinical use, dividing them 
into the Franklinic or static, the Galvanic, and 
the Furadic or induced. The third treats of 
txe clinical effects of the agent on the nerves, 
muscles, skin, etc. The fourth discusses the 
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diagnostic uses of electricity, especially in 
reference to nervous disorders. The fifth and 
longest is occupied with the therapeutical 
uses of the currents, the methods of applying 
it, especially in chorea, and the various forms 
of paralysis and neur .lgia. 

As aconvenient manu:! the work will be 
prized by all who call to their aid this potent 
article of modern therapeutics. 


Transact ons of the M:dical Society of the Stats 
of Pennsylvania at its Twenty-second An- 
nual Session, June, 1871. ublished by the 
Society, Philadelphia, 1871. pp. 501. 
Among the valuable papers in this volume 

we mention a report of six hundred cases of 

diseases of the ear by Dr. LAWRENCE TURN- 

BULL. The abstract of treatment attached 

will be found very convenient to the general 

practitioner. Dr. BENJAMIN LEE, reports a 

case of thyroid dislocation of the hip-joint in 

the second stage of coxalgia, reduced by 
manipulation with satisfactory results. 

There is a very respectable representation 
of counties in the reports. That from Phila- 
delphia county is naturally the longest, and 
contains a complete history of an epidemic of 
relapsing fever, illustrated by several dia- 
grams. Scarlet fever seems to have prevuiled 
extensively throughout the State, with the 
usual diversity of treatment and usual unsat- 
isfactory results. Hydrate of chloral is re- 
ported upon favorably vy a number of practi- 
tioners. The address of the President, Pro- 
fessor S. D. Gross, is written with his custom- 
ary ability, and is replete with instruction, as 
well as most entertaining to peruse. 


First Biennial Raport of ths Stats Board of 
Health of California, forthe years 1870, 1871. 


Sacramento: 1871. pp. 90, 113. 


Every one interested in the higher branches 
of medical science will welcome the forma- 
tion of official bodies whose duty is to look 
after the public health. California has per- 
formed a most creditable act in giving atten- 
tion thus early to these vital questions, and 
the selection of Dr. THomas M. LoGAn, as 
Permanent Secretary, will insure excellent 
results. 

The present volume, it is true, bears the 
marks of haste and even carelessness in its 
preparation. Digested to half its size, it 
would have been not less valuable and much 
more readable. The plan adopted in the last 
(second) report of the Massachusetts State 
Board of Health is an excellent model. 

The vital statistics were obtained chiefly by 
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Dr. LoGAn’s personal exertions, and though 
better than none, do not offer a satisfactory 
standard of comparison. The hospital statis- 
tics were derived from twenty-four charitable 
institutions and the prisons. A number of 

ages are given to the claims of Santa Bar- 

ara, asa health resort, especially for con- 
sumptives. The facts furnished are, howeyer, 
altogether too limited to justify a definite 
opinion. 

The appendix contains a series of miscella- 
neous articles: One on “ Female Hygiene,” 
by Dr. STORER, Jr. ; two translated from Ger- 
man sources on ** Municipal Regulations” and 
**School-room Diseases ;”’ a rather flighty dis- 
cussion of the “Social Evil,” by Dr. AR 
THUR B. Srout; a report on * Chinese Emi- 
gration,”? by the same writer, also, rather 
flighty and decidedly unfavorable ; and finally 
a draft of an act for sanitary purposes. As 
an earnest of more solid work in the future, 
the present report deserves a most favorable 
reception. 





The Principlesand Practice of Surgery. By John 
AsHuoursT, Jr.,M D. Illustrated with 523 
engravings on wood. Philadelphia: Henry C, 
Lea, 1871. 1 vol., sheep, 8vo., pp. 1010. 
Price, $7.50; cloth, $6.50. 


Dr. ASHHURST is already favorably known 
in surgical literature by his edition of Ertca- 
SEN, and by various contributions to current 
publications. The present volume is calcu- 
lated to extend and confirm his reputation. 

It is by no means easy to condense into 
a volume of even a thousand pages all the 
surgical information which an ordinary prac- 
titioner requires. But certainly Dr. AsuH- 
HuRsST has succeeded as nearly in so doing 
as any of our writers. His work includes chap- 
ters on auestheti:s, minor surgery, orthope- 
cic surgery, diseases of the eye and ear, and 
of the mouth and jaws, as well as the more 

eneral topics of inflammation, amputation, 
ractures, dislocations, etc. 

The two chapters on venereal disease are 
able summaries of that extensive subject. 
Dr. ASHHURST is a pronounced dualist in re- 
ference to syphilis, although he grants that 
“it is by no means always possible,’ to dis- 
tinguish a chancre from a chancroid. 

he discussion of the various forms of 
hernia is complete and well illustrated. In 
anesthetics, he gives the preference to ether, 
“in a very large majority of cases,’’ believing 
that it is safer than chloroform, In the treat- 
ment of cancer, he speaks somewhat more 
hopefully of the result of excision than many 
surgeons, and considers that caustics may oc- 
casionally be employed with good results. 

The illustrations sre largely from previous 
publications, but include some that are new, 
after photographs and original drawings. The 
general arrangement of the volume is similar 
to that of Mr. ERIcHsEN. 
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a7 Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence 
News, ete., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 


Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire origina! experimental research, anaiysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 

«@ To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, 8o as to require little revision. 

s@ Subscribers are requested to fvrward to us copies 
of newspapers containing reports of Medical Society 
meetings, or other items of special medical interest. 

We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fur« ot infor- 
mation that rightfully belo.gs to the profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all responsibility 
for statements made over the names of correspondents. 








LONGEVITY IN PHILADELPHIA. 

Those of our readers who live at a distance 
may, perhaps, require to be informed that, in 
this city, the daily which has the largest cir- 
culation, and which publishes the longest list 
of deaths, is the Public Ledger. , 

In an editorial on the first day of this year, 
it gives some data concerning “ local lon- 
gevity,”’ which has considerably more than 
local interest. 


During the last half of 1871, from July 1st 
to December 3lst, there appeared in the 
Ledyer announcements of the deaths of 265 
persous who had lived to or beyond the age of 
eighty years, of whom 107 were males, and 
158 females, the latter outnumbering the 
former by 51. 

The total number of deaths of octogenari- 
ans announced in the Ledger daring 1871, was 
545, there being 221 males and 324 females, 
the latier having a majority of 103, and mak- 
ing about three-fifths of the whole number. 
Whilst the females living over eighty years 
outnumbered the males, a further analysis 
shows that the females were also the longest 
lived, there being many more women than 
men who lived beyond ninety. 

Ofthe two hundred and twenty-one men 
who, during 1871, died at or beyond the age 
of eighty, the following numbers reached the 
various ages designated; 80, thirty-eight per- 
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sons; 81, twenty-three; 82, twenty-three ; 83, 
twenty-two; 84, thirteen; 85, twenty five ; 86, 
ten; 87, eighteen; 88, fifteen; 89, two; 90, 
nine; 91, four; 92, five; 93,one; 94,four; 95, 
two; 96,one; 97, one; 98, two; 99,two; 105, 
one. 

Of the three hundred and twenty-four 
women who died at or beyond the age of 
eighty, the following numbers reached the 
various ages designated: 80, thirty-seven per- 
sons; 81, thirty-four; 82, twenty-eight; 83, 
thirty; 84, twenty-two; 85, forty-two; 86, 
seventeen ; 87, twenty-three ; 88, twenty-two; 
89, six; 90, fifteen: 91,six; 92, six; 93, five; 
94, four; 95, three; 96,seven; 97, four; 98, 
three; 99,two; 100,one; 101,three; 105, 
one; and two who lived beyond 100, bus 
whose exact ages were unknown, though sup- 
posed to be in one case 106, aud in the other 
120. 

Of the total number of deaths during 1871, 
the number at or beyond ninety was 94, of 
whom 32 were males, and 62 females, the lat- 
ter numbering nearly double the former. Tue 
deaths of eight centenarians were recorded in 
the Ledger, during the year Sarah M. Sailer, 
aged 100; Jane Berryman, Elizabeth Riddell, 
and Hetty Ferris, 101; Michael Golden and 
Jane Richardson, 105; Jane Thomas aud 
Nancy Roberts. 


The following particulars of these may be 
read with interest: Miss Hetty Ferris died of 
paralysis at the Widows’ Asylum, December 
15th, aged 161 years and four months. She 
was a native of this city, her father, Francie 
Ferris, having for many years been a leading 
shipping merchant here. She was a grand- 
daughter of Sir Robert Dunbar, of Scotland. 
The last five years of her life were spent at 
the Asylum. Mrs. Nancy Roberts, colored, 
was burned to death on the night of Septem 
ber 14th, at her home in Scheil street. Her 
birthplace was in Kent county, Delaware, 
and she came to this city many years ago, 
She recollected events of the Revolution, hav- 
ing been a young woman at that time, but 
like other persons in her circumstances cou!d 
not recollect her age, and no record had been 
kept of it. Her faculties are said to have re- 
mained good up to the time of her death, 
“ Aunt” Jane Thomas died at the German- 
tows poor-house, December 224, at the supe 
posed age of 106, as no actual record of her 
age was known. She was boro in Africa, was 





38 Notes and Comments, 


brought to this country by slave traders prior 
to the abolition of that traffic by the United 
States, and escaping from bondage about 
thirty years ago, came to Germantown, where 
she has since resided, dying literally of old 
age. 


a 
4 
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A Novel Plan for Soothing Children. 

Dr. CowRAN says in his Medical H'story of 
the Himalayas, speaking of a native tribe in 
the northern district of the peninsula: 

“The women are larger and fairer than 
their sisters of the plains; and they havea 
curious plan of quieting their children while 
absent from them in the fields or elsewhere, 
which is as simple as it is efficacious, and 
which baby farmers and others might imitate 
with advantage nearerhome. Whenamother 
goes into a field to work or is otherwise una- 
ble to take her child with her, she selects 
some sheltered spot near a stream, in which 
she places a little straw for a bed for her in- 
fant, and then directs, by means of a piece of 
split bamboo, a current of water, of from one 
to two or three inches in diameter on its un- 
covered occiput and temples. This produces 
a soporific effect which generally lasts as long 
as the water continues to flow. The sleep is 
said to be very soothing, and children who 
have been much subjected to its influence, are 
known to have been unusually free from the 
annoyances incidental to the period of denti- 
tion. I came upon a mother thus engaged, 
on my way to Cashmere, in the het season of 
1867, and she was so entirely absorbed in her 
occupation, as to be, for some time, quite un 
conscious of my presence. During this inter- 
val I noticed that, while holding the child 
with one hand and dabbling water on its head 
with the other, she now and again rocked it 
too and fro, and sang at the same time, ina 
soft plaintive voice, an air which reminded 
me of the old nursery rhyme, ‘ shoho, lullaby, 
go to sleep baby,’ and recalled to my memory 
with tenfold force, the saying of the great 
dramatist, ‘one touch of nature makes the 
whole world akin.’ As soon, however, as she 
noticed me she snatched up her infant and 

kuttled away down the ravine with a rapidity 
and force, which every moment threatened 
both with destruction.” 
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Aconitine. 

MM. GREHANT and DUQUESNEL recently 
presented to the French Academy cf Sciences 
a memoir on aconitine, which M. DUQUESNEL 
has succeeded in extracting from Aconitum 
Napellus in the form of rhombic or hexagona: 
plates. The alkaloid is the active principle 
of this plant. In order to obtain it, the author 
extracted the root of the Aconitum by concen- 
trated alcohol, with the addition of 1 per cent, 
of tartaric acid; the excess of alcohol was 
then removed by distillation, and the residue 
diluted with water in order to precipitate the 
fatty and resinous matters. The aqeous so. 
lution of tartrate of aconitine was then treat- 
ed with an alkaline bicarbonate in order to 
set the alkaloid at liberty, this latter being 
scarcely very slightly soluble in water. It 
dissolves in ether, which, on evaporation, 
leaves it in the crystalline condition. M. 
Duquesnel, assigns to it the formula CsiHwo 
NOz. Aconitine is very slightly soluble in 
water, very soluble in alcohol, ether, benzine 
and chloroform. It is not volatile, and com- 
mences to decompose about 130°C, Its re 
action is feebly alkaline. It combines with 
acids to form crystallizable salts; the author 
cites the acetate as presenting abundant 
crystals. Phosphoric acid, tannine, potassium 
iodide and iodate, and the double mercury and 
potassium iodate, produce the ordinary re- 
actions on organic alkaloids. Aconitine isa 
powerful poison, its physiological action being 
analogous to that of curari, destroying the 
motor power of the nerves, but leaving the 
power of producing reflex actions untouched, 
at least in small doses. 


Ancient Doctrines About the Spleen. 

The use of the word spleen is com- 
mon among ,our older English authors and 
modern French novelisis, when depicting 
English character, that the following quaint 
definition of it, both as a part of the human 
body and a disease to be cured by fit reme- 
dies, may not be uninteresting to some of 
our readers. It is from the pen of old An- 
drew Borde (the original “‘ Merry Andrew”), 
in his “‘ Breviary of Health,” edition 1552: 
“The 328 chapitre doth shewe of a man’s 
splene. Splen isthe greke word. In latin it 
is named Lien or Liena. In Englysche it is 
named a mans splene whiche is a spongious 
substance lienge under the short ribbes in the 
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left side, and it doth make a man to be mery 
and to laughe although melanceoly resteth in 
the splene; if there be impedimentes or sick- 
ness in it, as sorrow, pencifulness, and care, 
and anger or suchelyke, maketh many men 
and women to have such impedimentes in the 
splene, as opilacious and appostumes and 
suchlyee ; melancholy meates, hard cheese, 
ard feare, is not good fur the splene; and if 
any man be spleniticke let him use mery com- 
pany and let him be bloude of a veine named 
Salutella, of the left syde; some doth use to 
let bloude in a vayne named Basilica on the 
left syde ; but I say that every thing whiche 
doth hurte the luyer doth hurte the splene, 
and eyery thing that is good for the luyer is 
also good for the splene; and who so euer 
wyll make the hardness of the splene whole, 
fyrst take the mary ofa calfe andthe mary of 
an hart, and the fatness of an hogge, of a 
Capon, and of a ducke, and the oyle of sweet 
Almons of lyke porcion, myxe this togyther, 
and anoynte the regione of the splene, and 
dry the longes of a foxe, make pouder and 
eate it with figges.”’ 


Palatable Medicines. 


Physicians and apothecaries should make it 
a matter of conscience to render medicines— 
when they are compelled to give them at all 
—as palatable as possible. To this end the 
“art of the apothecary” is exerting itself of 
late. We are in constant receipt of samples 
of preparations of different kinds intended to 
meet this indication. Sometimes, we doubt 
not, the efficacy of the remedy is sacrificed 
to the desire to make it palatable, and much 
namby-pamby stuff is prescribed across the 
counter by ignorant druggists and drug 
clerks, anxious to effect a sale, greatly to the 
detriment of persons who need the advice of 
a physician, and who may not need medicine 
at all. 

We hail any practical attempt to render med- 
icines palatable, and in this view hope that 
the efforts of the DivipED MEDICINE Com- 
PANY of Cincinnati are a step in the right 
direction. We have received from the com- 
pany a very neat pocket case containing twen- 
ty-four different kinds of medicines, from digi- 
talin, one hundredeth of a grain, to calomel 
one grain, or calomel and opium three grains, 
etc., prepared apparently with gelatin, and 
divided into sheets of a dozen squares, each 
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containing a given quantity, intended fora 
dose, or part of a dose, as the prescriber de- 
sires. These squares are intended to be placed 
in the mouth and allowed to dissolve gradu- 
ally—the most effectual way to introduce 
medicines into the system, avoiding much 
waste, and reducing the quantity required for 
adose. Exp:rience will decide the value of 
this method of exhibiting medicines. It cer- 
tainly has neatness, compactness, and palata- 
bleness to recommend it. 


On Eutopean Cannabis Medica, 

The Pharmaceutical Journal for August, 
1871, says: ‘“‘ The hemp cultivated in Europe 
on account of its tough bark-fibre and oil, dif- 
fers but slightly in botanical characteristics 
from that grown in Asia and Africa, and the 
more drastic action of the bark is entirely due 
to climatic influences. There are two varieties 
of Indian hemp; Gunjah or Ganja, from the 
mountains of northern India, isof superior 
quality, but more scarce than Bang or Gurza. 
Very little is known of the active principles 
of Indian hemp. The resin and essential oil 
obtained from the plants appear to be the 
joint cause of the narcotic action. The resin, 
cannabine, or hadshichine, has not yet been 
analyzed; it is extremely bitter, soluble in 
the usual solvents of resins, but not in alkalies. 
The essential oil, according to PERSONNE, 
consists of a liquid, cannabene, C,H,,, and a 
crystalline substance, cannabene hydride 
C,H,,- Liford and Martius found oxygen in 
the oil. = 


i 


Patent Medicines in Russia. 

A correspondent of the London Chemist and 
Druggist gives the regulatioas concerning the 
importation of patent and secret medicines 
established by the Russian Government. 
They are as follows : 

1. A petition has to be written on a (one 
rouble) stamped paper, to be sent free to the 
Manufacture and Foreign Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Finance Ministry (not to the 
Medical Department). 

2. The exact composition of the remedy 
must be stated. 

3. Only those remedies can be approved of 
by the medical council which have been ex- 
amined and found useful by a foreign medi- 
cal faculty, or any other scientific institution 
of equal standing. 
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4. The remedy should be so constituted that 
a.lovg journey or time should not interfere 
with its properties. 

.5. It should not contain a decidedly poison- 
ous substance. 

6. Besides these regulations, it must require 
either difficultly obtainable apparatus and in- 
struments for its preparation, or particular 
manipulation obtained only by long expe- 
rience. 

7. In reference to advertising it in the daily 
papers, leave has to be obtained from the 
newspaper censor. 

8. All the cost of carriage, and other ex- 
penses connected with the remedy, must be 
defrayed by the sender. 


Novel Use of Electricity. 

Electricity has achieved a new triumph. 
Already employed to restore vigor and nim- 
bleness to gouty limbs, the recent discoveries 
of Dr. BERNIER, & French physician, show 
electricity to be an efficient remedy for the 
evil effects of excessive drinking on the 
human nose. The doctor maintains that by 
application of an electric current to noses 
even of the most Bacchic hue, the flesh may be 
made to “come again as the flesh of a little 
child,” and supports his assertion by a case 
performed on a female patient of his own, a 
woman of high rank. ‘‘ Koights of the 
Burning Lamps,’ who have still some regard 
for personal appearance, will appreciate Dr. 
BERNIER’s discovery, as it promises them 
immunity from the dreaded outward testimony 
to their pet vice. There isone danger, how- 
ever, in the discovery, namely—its tendency, 
if confirmed, to encourage the growth of 
secret intemperance. 


Cyanide of Iodine in Iodine. 

Dr. G. C. WITTSTEIN has found io a sample 
of iodine made in the ordinary way 28.75 per 
cent. of iodide of cyanogen. In another sam- 
ple, where the maker had tried to separate 
the impurity by sublimation, there wae found 
56.87 per cent. The mode of analysis in both 
cases was to rub together in amortar weighed 
quantities of iodine and metallic mercury, un- 
til all the free iodine was combined ; to treat 
the mass with water and weigh the insoluble 
residue. The loss of weight represents the 
impurity. When iodine containing iodide of 
cyanogen is treated with metallic iron, proto 
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iodide and proto-cyanide of iron are formed. 
The addition of carbonate of potassa precipi- 
tates both all the iron and all the cyanogen, 
and the resulting iodide of potassium is free 
from cyanogen. 


A Sensitive Test for Chloroform. 

HOFMANN announces that the behavior of 
chloroform toward the monamins, in the pre- 
sence of alcohol and caustic soda, may be util- 
ized with great advantage to determine the 
fact of its existence in small quantities, in the 
presence of other similar compounds. The 
reaction depends upon the formation of isoni- 
trile, which can be detected without fail by its 
characteristic smell. The fluid to be tested is 
poured into a mixture of aniline and caustic 
soda, when, if chloroform is present, a violent 
reaction soon sets in, particularly on gentle 
heating, which is accompanied by the giving 


off the characteristic smell of isonitrile. 


High-heeied Boots. 

Mr. P. Hewitt, the London surgeon, spoke 
as follows about the case of a young girl, in 
one of his clinics: 

She was admitted into the hospital on the 
2lst September last, and, as it is now the 
17th of October, she has been a month in the 
hospital. She was walking down a flight of 
stairs at the Internatioual Exhibition, and, 
while duing so, she caught her foot on the 
edge of a step and fell, sustaining, it was 
supposed,a fracture of the end of the femur. 
She wore high-heeled boots. I do not know 
how it happened, but there have been a great 
many accidents in the International Exhibi- 
tion. I suppose they must have arisen partly 
from the height of the stairs and partly from 
the height of the ladies’ heels. 

Ladies are anxious to look tall, thinking 
that their appearance is improved, and there- 
fore they wear high-heeled boots. Such acci- 
dente are not always, however, due to the 
high heels, for a lady whom I knew fell by 
tripping on the stairs at the Exhibition, and 
came down on the cheek-bone, breaking it, 
and having ecchymosis on the right side of 
the face for months afterward. But the first 
thing to which I would call your attention in 
this case is the high heels of the boots. 
Ladies will, for the most part, wear them; 
but they could not do a worse thing, for their 
feet are placed in a difficult and most unnat- 
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ural position. They are very tenacious 
about this fashion, but you must be as tena- 
cious against it; the number of accidents in 
consequence is very great. Toshow youhow 
very tenacious ladies are on this point, last 
year I was sent for to see a young lady in 
one of our London hotels. She wished to 
consult me about her foot. 

On seeing it, I thought its state depended 
upon the boots, and I asked to see them. The 
boots were brought in by the lady’s maid, but 
the only thing I could observe about them was 
an immensely high heel. I said: “It is the 
high heel of your boots tha. causes the mis- 
chief, and unless you diminish this I can do 
nvthing for you.’? She became quite angry, 
and said she could not alterthem. ‘“ I cannot 
do it, and I will not.” Suddenly again she 
toned down, and said: “‘ Pray,sir, what would 
people say if they saw me walking about the 
park without high heels?” I said it is simply 
heels versus brains. If you have brains, 
you will cut off the heels; if you have no 
brains, you will continue to wear them.” 
She fortunately had brains, cut off the heels, 
and her foot got quite well. 


Waterproofing Linen, Canvas, etc. 

The following directions for waterproofing 
canvas and similar articles for tents, covers, 
etc.,are given by H. Kune. The material is 
taken successively through a bath of sulphate 
of alumina, cf soap and of water; it is then 
dried and smothered or calendered. For the 
alumina bath, use the ordinary neutral sul- 
phate of alumina of commerce (concentrated 
alum cake), dissolving one part in ten of water, 
which is done easily without the application 
of heat. The soap is best prepared in this 
manuer: Boil one part of light rosin, one 
part soda crystals, and ten of water, till the 
alum is dissolved; salt the soap out by the 
addition of one-third part of common salt; 
dissolve this soap with an equal amount of 
good palm oil soap in thirty parts of water. 
The soap bath should be kept hot while the 
goods are passing through it. It is best to 
have three vats alongside of each other, and 
bya special arrangement to keep the goods 
down in the baths. Special care should be 
taken to have the fabric thoroughly soaked in 
the alumina bath. 

In a note to the above, Drs. Haerr and 
JACOBSEN remark that during the last few 
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years very good and cheap waterproof goods 
of this description have been manufactured in 
Berlin, which they believed is effected by 
steeping them first in a bath of sulphate of 
alumina and of copper, and then into one of 
water-glass and rosin soap. 


Relations of Tinea of Animals to Tinea of Man. 

M. St. Cyr, Professor in the Veterinary 
School at Lyons, writes on this subject as 
follows ( Veterinarian, November, 1871). The 
tinea of the cat offers numerous analogies to 
the tinea of children. The disease presents 
the same essentially parasitic nature; the 
same cupuliform aspect of the primary lesion ; 
the same composition in the crusts; and, 
lastly, a perfect resemblance between the con- 
stitutive elements of the micr»phyte that pro- 
duces the two maladies. There is, therefore, 
nothing more required to establish a complete 
identity between them than to prove that 
they are transmissible from one species to 
another; that the tinea of the child, for ex- 
ample, may be transmitted to the cat; and 
that the disease which we produce in sowing 
on the skin of the cat the spores of tinea de- 
rived from the infant, clearly offers all the 
characters of the affection observed in this 
avimal. Ono February 7th, 1866, M. Dron, 
now chief surgeon in the Antiquaille Hospital, 
sent M. St. Cyr, some crusts taken from the 
head of a child affected with the disease, and 
under his care. Some days afterwards he 
sowed them on the head of a cat, and as a re 
sult he obtained a very fine tinea. There 
could be no doubt, then, as to this fact. This 
tinea of the child is contagious for the cat; 
and this tinea, transmitted directly from the 
child to the cat, offers the same characters as 
that transmi ted directly from cat to cat. We 
might, therefore, says M. St. Cyr, from this 
conclude that the tinea of the cat may also be 
transmitted to the child; and that, con- 
sequently, there is a complete identity 
between the two diseases. 


Impuience of Quacks. 

During the illness of the Prince of Wales, 
the cable one day replied: “Since the last 
bulletin was received the telegraph line to 
Sandringham has been closed to the general 
public, because the wire was burdened with 
messages to the Queen from charlatans, 
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quacks, and officious persons tendering medi- 
cal advice.” Nothing so well illustrates the 
impudence of medical pretenders as imperti- 
nent interference of that kind. 

Health of the Queen. 

Dr. Norman McLEop writes in one of the 
English journals: I have not only never seen 
the remotest trace of any moral or mental 
weakness, but I have seen in every instance 
remarkable evidence of moral and mental 
strength and capacity. Her Majesty has just 
passed through a severe attack of rheumatic 
gout, which so affected her hands that tor a 
time she was utterly unable to sign ber name, 
and from a severe neuralgia from which she 
has entirely recovered, aud I have never seen 
‘her better in spirits, or better in health, or 
stronger in mind than she is at the present 
moment. 

This is a refutation of the statements of 
Disraeli and otheis. 

Psoriasis. : 

R. LowTHER, M. D., of Cartmel, writes to 
the Lancet that in the treatment of psoriasis 
he has used for some time a solution of pure 
earbolic acid, two to four grains to the ounce 
of water, locally, with the best results. He 
considers this solution to be mure reliable, and 
much less objectionable to the patient, than 
the application of pitch ointment. It is often 
difficult to get patients of the upper clavses 
persuaded to make proper use of the ointment, 
and on this account much of the failure de- 
pends. The patches of psoriasis must be kept 
constantly moist with the solution of carbotic 
acid, while the constitutional treatment is not 
neglected. 


Pulaski County (Ark.) Medical Society. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Pulaski 
County, Arkansas, Medical Society was held 
at the office of Dr. P. O. Hoopmr, in Little 
Rock, on the evening of December 2, Dr. R. 
G. JENNINGS presiding. The minutes of the 
last meeting were read and approved. The 
subject of diphtheria, or, pseudo-membranous 
croup, @ disease now prevailing among the 
children in that city, was freely and fully dis- 
cussed, and remedial agents suggested. 

After other business of minor importance 
the President announced that this was the 
meeting for the annual election of officers, 
which resulted as follows: 
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President, Wm. Thompson; Vice Presi- 
dent, 8. C. Murphy; Recording Secretary, E. 
Cross ; Corresponding Secretary, D. H. Dun- 
gan; Treasurer, R. G. Jennings. 

The following preamble and resolution was 
offered and adopted : 


WuErEAs, The medical profession of this 
city are not exempt from the prompt pay- 
ment for all articles purchased by them ; and 
whereas, it has been the practice of many citi- 
zens to delay indefinitely the settlement of 
medical bills ; it is, therefore, 

Resolved, That hereafter all medical bills 
are dus and payable at the termination of 
each case treated, or the end of the month. 


The meeting then adjourned to the next 
regular monthly meeting. 


Heart Brok-n by a K ck. 

At a meeting of the Midland Branch of the 
British Medical Association, Mr. BENNETT 
May exhibited the heart with iis pericardium, 
of a little boy ten years old, which showed a 
rupture of the wall of its right auricle, caused 
by a kick from a horse in the face and chest— 
there being no external marks of violence. 
He was seen shortly after the injury and had 
the following symptoms: He was uncon- 
scious, but apparently in great agony, scream- 
ing loudly. He was cold and collapsed, and 
the pulse beat forty at the wrist, was feeble 
and intermittent. The pupils were invariably 
unequal. After vomiting freely, he died just 
an hour and a half after the infliction of the 
injury. On post mortem examination, the only 
external mark of violence was a slight bruise 
on the forehead. There was no fracture of 
the ribs or sternum, and no bruising or dis- 
coloration within the chest. The pericardium 
was bulging and distended with blood, of 
which it contained four or five ounces, in a 
coagulated condition. The heart was firmly 
contracted and empty. In the muscular wall 
of the right auricle was a laceration, about 
half an inch in length with irregular edges. 
The structure of the heart was perfectly 
healthy. 


Chlorometry. 

A convenient method for the determination 
of the available chlorine in chlorinated lime is 
based upon the fact that ch'orine in solution 
ccnverts arseniousinto arsenic acid, thus : 

H,AsO,+Cl, +H,0=H,AsO,+2HCI. 
The arsenious solution is made by dissolving 
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a weighed quantity of arsenious anhydride in 
a definite quantity of sodium carbonate solu- 
tion, in such a manner that each c. c. of the 
solution shall contain a known weight of ar- 
senious acid. A weighed quantity of the 
chlorinated lime to be tested is dissolved in 
water, and into this solution, the standard ar- 
senious solution is poured from a burette, 
until a drop of the mixture ceases to im- 
part a blue color to test paper prepared 
with starch and potassium iodide. When this 
point is reached, all the available chlorine has 
been converted into hydrochloric acid, and 
from the quantity of the arsenious solution 
required the percentage of chlorine may be 
readily calulated. 


a 
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Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC, 


Extirpatio Bulbi. 


Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

I was called, Oct. 8th, to attend F. B.,a Ger- 
man boy 9 years-old,the subject of a severe gun 
shot accident. I found the little fellow actu- 
ally riddled with shot, the major part entering 
his face. One pellet penetrating the left eye 
at the upper portion of the cornea, causing 
a rapid effusion of blood and much pain. The 
other eye seemed free from injury, yet upon 
my visit next day, he was totally blind in both 
eyes. The case was treated on general prin- 
ciples; such shot as could be detected were 
removed, etc. The left eye, however, con- 
tinued rebellious to treatment; violent inflam- 
mation obtaining in spite of all attempts at 
reduction. The right eye in the mean time 
exhibiting well marked symptoms of sympa- 
thetic disturbance—flashes of light, diluted 
pupil, etc. 

I therefore concluded to extirpate the 
mutilated eye, and thus, so far as possible, 
remove the cause of trouble, which, with the 
assistance of my colleague, Dr. KUECHLING, 
I did on the 24th of November. The eye, 
upon dissection, had lost all normal appear- 
ance, was much indurated, contaimed some 
pus, and the offending shot embedded in the 
meer and anterior part of the sclerotica. 

he hemorrhage, though profuse, was easily 
controlled by digital compression—no plug 
was used, neiiher was the external palpebral 
commissure divided. The cavity rapidly filled 
with healthy granulations—the only treat- 
ment observed volng a yeast poultice or two, 
light nourishing food, and due attention to the 
emunctories. The case up to date progresses 
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favorably, some vision returning, which, after 
80 long an absence, is or gratifying. 


FRANK, M. D. 
Rochester, Dec. 8, 1871. 
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Insanity in Virginia. 

A correspondent of the New York Daily 
Times, writing from Richmond, V irgivia,savs : 

There are three lunatic asylums in Vir- 
ginia: the Western, at Stanton ; the Eastern, 
at Williamsburg, and the Central, at Rich- 
mond. The last has been instituted since the 
war, and is intended exclusively for negroes. 
The Western asylum contains 343 patients, of 
whom 188 are males and 154 females. The 
expenditures of this asylum for the past year 
amounted to a Jittle over $70,000, leaving a 
balance of $3,636 out of $50,000 appropriated 
by the State for the year, and funds received 
from pay patients and the sale of articles 
mabufactured in the as\lum. In the Eastern 
Asylum there are 211 patients, 99 being males 
aad 114 females. The disbursements of. this 
ain for the past year were $60,088.22. 

ith the appropriation of $60,000 from the 
State, the money received from pay patients, 
etc., there is a balance on hand with the Treas- 
urer of over $2,000. 

In the Central (colored) asylum there are 
175 patients, of whom 79 are males and 96 
females. Fifty thousand dollars was appro- 
priated by the Legislature to support this 
asylum for the past year, and it sufficed, with 
a balance over of about $2.000. The location 
and buildings of this colored asylum are merely 
temporary, and an asylum for colored lunatics 
will probably be permanently located ina 
more southern portion of the State. The re- 
ports of all three of the asylums complain of 
their crowded condition, and of how many ap- 
plicants they have toreject. There are iusane 
persons (chiefly colored) in nearly every jail 
iu the State, and many are at large, or con- 
fined in private quarters, who should be in an 
asylum. There is a bill now before the Leg- 
islature to establish the Southside Lunatie 
Asylum (for whites) to be located at or near 
Lynchburg. Thirty thousand dollars were 
appropriated last year to enlarge the Eastern 
Asylum, and the superintendent and directors 
now ask for $105,000 for additional extension 
and repairs. 


A Burmes> Hairy Woman. 

A correspondent of the London Tin-es writes 
to that journal the following pti re- 
ferring to a hairy woman and her children, of 
whom he had before spoken in his letters : 
When I was at Mandalay in 1859, I saw the 
same woman and three of her children. The 
eldest and youngest were hairy like their 
mother, while the second, like his father, pre- 
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sented no such peculiarity. The husband was 
a man who report said was induced to wed 
this woman to become possessed of the mar- 
riage portion which the King of Burmah had 
promised to bestow upon her on her bridal 
day. The bridegroom was a plucky individual 
at any rate. though his motives may have been 
mercenary. The hairy woman, whose name 
I forget, had a pleasant and intelligent face— 
there was nothing whatever repulsive in it. 
The hair on the face and breast was several 
inches long; on the forenead it was parted in 
the middle, and blended with that of ber head. 
Of a light brown color on hei cheeks, it paled 
gradually towards the bridge of her nose. and 
the centre of her lips, chin, and neck. Those 
of your readers who have a copy of Colonel 
Yule’s narrative of the embassy to Ava will 
see a good likeness of the woman, and a 
description of herself and family.” 


Mercer County (N. J .) Madical Society. 


The annual meeting was held on Tuesday, 
January 21. The following officers were 
elected : 

President, W. W. L. Purves; Vice Presi- 
dent, CORNELIUS SHEPPARD; Srcretary, J.B. 
James; Treasurer, J. L. BopINeE. 

Dr. WARMAN, the retiring President de- 
livered a neat valedictory, Dr. Bodine, read 
an interesting essay on pneumonia, and Drs. 
W. H. Coteman and T. J. Corson, were 
selected essayists for the next meeting 


— Among the recent promotions in the 
French Legion of Honor is named Dr. Thomas 
W. Evans, who is advanced to Commander. 
Dr. Evans is an American, and he receives 
the honor for services rendered as ‘‘ Director 
of the American Ambulance”’ during the 
Franco-Prussian war. The doctor is the first 
foreigner who has obtained the rank of Com- 
mander. 

——Although the cholera has disappeared 
from Chizzeticook, Nova Scotia, the houses 
which were infected are kept in quarantine 
to prevent a revival of the disease. 


—— Samuel Goodridge. of Canaan. Me., is 
the oldest man in New England—105 yeays. 
His last farm labor was performed in his 99th 
year. His wife lived to be 97, and their old- 
est child is now living at the age of 81. 


—— Eight thousand deaths from small-pox 
occurred in London last year, while the aver- 
age of the preceding thirty-one years was only 
six hundred. 


——The following well merited honors were 
conferred recently by the Faculty of Prince- 
ton College. LL. D., on Abraham Coles, 
M. D., of Newark, N. J., Hugh L. Hodge, 
M. D., of Philadelphia. 


—Judge Brady, of New York, recently 
decided that patent medicine venders can be 
held to a strict legal accountability for the 
assertions made in their advertisements. 
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—— Among the curious sovial facts devel. 
oped by the census statistics is the appear. 
ance on the rol's of Peunsylvania of one fam. 
ily with seven pairs of twias; one famuly with 
six pairs; and another family with four pairs, 
The mother of the last group has six other 
children, and was only thirty-eight years old. 





QUERIE3 AND REPLIES. 


Sudd-n Death. 

Dr.W. W.S.,of Tinois.—Mr. B., et. about 49, stout, with 
short neck. enlarged tonsils, usually breathed with his 
mouth open, December 19. took a load of grain to the rail- 
roud, and had to face 4 north-west wind, with thermome 
ter at 6°. He returned home, «!1 the way across the prai- 
rie, and reached there badly chilled. He sent for the 
doctor, who went up and prescribed. The p: tient s:emed 
better; the doctor went heme. The man was imuuediately 
taken worse, and died at 12 P.M. Friends say be seemed 
to choke to death. Query—What killed the man? 

&eply.—There can be little doubt but that it was pneu- 
monia—pulmonary congestion. 
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MARRIAGES. 


BexneTT—KERLER. At Sonth Salem, N. Y., December 
24, hy the Rev. Thoms M. Gray, Wm. C. Bennett, M. D., 
=. ew York city, and Miss Maria W. Keeler, of South 

xlem. 

FavuBER—KRAMER. At Xenia, Ohio. December 14, Mr. 
Ephraim Yauber and Miss Maggie Kramer, daughter of the 
late Dr. C. M. Kramer 

Finnry—Wise. At Scont Run, Pa., on December 19 
by the Rev. H. G Finney, William M. Howell, M. D., and 

iss Priscila C Wise, both of Lycoming county, Pa. 

HarRy—Woop. On tke 6th inst., by Rev. Mr. Gibson, 
D. W. Harry, M. D., of Conshohocken, Pa., and Mary §. 
danchter of David Wood, Esq., of Arrowfield, Chesterfield 
county. Va. 

Mase We ALLISTER. In Bellefonte, P’., December 28, 
by Rev. W. T. Wylie, Thomas R. Hays, M. D., aud Miss 
Sarah B. McAIii-ter. 

MILLERB—MARELE. By Rev. W. F. Kean, assisted by 
Rev. O. H. Mitier. Drcember 26. at Millgrove, West- 
mo eland county. Pa.. Dr. W. N. Miller, of Alleghen 
cane Miss Koxie, daughter of the late General Jeogh 
Markie. 

Ramsay—WILEy. December 28, in Slateville Church, 
York county, Pa., by Rev. T. M. Crawford, Andrew M, 
Remesy, Me D., and Miss Laura Louisa Wiley, of Peach- 
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bot‘om 
December 19, near Dresden, 





WILLiamMs—WILLIAMS. 
Mo., at the residence of R. T. Lindsey, Dr. Abram Wil- 
liams, of Kansas City, Mo, late of C neinnati, and Miss 
Beile, danghter of the late General Johu Williams. 

Wo.oo1T— PIgRREPONT. At Pierrepont Maror, Jeffer- 
sen county. New York, December ‘4, by the Rev. James 
Sanderson, Dr.S.G. Wolcott and Jusia Emily, daughter 
of Hon. W. C. Pierrepont. 


DEATHS. 


BuLkity. In New York city, January 4, efter a short 
ilmess, Dr. Hen'y D. Bulkley, azcd 68 years 

DaRRILL. December 17, 1871, at the residence of his 
mother in Henryville, Ind , Dr. George W. Darrill, in the 
37th year of his age. 

McCunz. In Mount Gilead, Ohio, December 20, Martha 
Jane. wife of Dr. James McCune, aged 51 years. 

NavupDain. Dr. Arnold Naudain. United States Sevator 
from Delaware from 183 to 1836 ad afteward coll ctor of 
the port of Wilmington, died January 5, 1872, uged 82 

ears. 

SmitH. At Providence, R_ I, January 4, in the 35th 
vesr of his age, Samuel St. John Smith, M. D., recently of 
Perth Amboy, N. J., and son of the late Rev. Treooholus 
Smith, of New Canaan, Conn. 

Taytor. Decembe: 12, in Bridesburg, Philade]phia, of 
typhvid pneumonia, Richard G. Taylor, M. D., aged 32 
years. . 





